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SRM is critical to deliver the UN Agenda 2030 and its Sustainable Development Goals

SRM Ensures

Quality of Life

Negative Social Impacts

Responsible Use and 
Production 

Environmental 
Stewardship

Climate Mitigation and
Adaptation

Securing Raw Materials 
Supply Chains

Begins with mapping and classifying 
the mineral deposits 

based on 

relevant, consistent, transparent 
and comparable raw material 

information

Sustainable resource management (SRM) is a holistic practice of using natural resources 
in a way that meets the present needs without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs, 
It involves efficient utilization, conservation, and restoration of resources to ensure their 
long-term availability and minimize negative environmental, social, and economic impacts.



The Challenge of Classification

How to Classify? 
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UNFC  Overview
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• UNFC is based on 3 fundamental criteria

• E axis: Environmental-socio-economic viability
• F axis: Technical Feasibility 

• G axis: Degree of Confidence 

• UNFC is an international scheme for the 
classification, management and reporting of 
energy and raw material resources
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UNFC Classes Defined by Categories and Sub-categories 
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Sold or used production 

Production which is unused or consumed in operations 

Class Sub-class 
Categories 
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Viable 
Projects 

On 
Production 

1 1.1 1, 2, 3 

Approved 
for Development 

1 1.2 1, 2, 3 

Justified 
for Development 

1 1.3 1, 2, 3 

Potentially 
Viable 

Projects 

Development 
Pending 

2b 2.1 1, 2, 3 

Development 
On Hold 

2 2.2 1, 2, 3 

 
Non-Viable 

Projects 

Development 
Unclarified 

3.2 2.2 1, 2, 3 

Development 
Not Viable 

3.3 2.3 1, 2, 3 

Remaining products not developed 
from identified projects 

3.3 4 1, 2, 3 
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Prospective 
Projects 

 

[No sub-classes 
defined] 
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Remaining products not developed 
from prospective projects 

3.3 4 4 

 

https://unece.org/DAM/energy/se/pdfs/UN
FC/publ/UNFC_ES61_Update_2019.pdf 

UNFC

Sub-Categories and 

Classes provide more 

resolution



UNFC Documents
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Generic Specifications Bridging
Documents

Guidance





Resource Classification Stakeholders
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Thank you !
Slavko Solar

Economic Affairs Officer 

Sustainable Energy Division

UNECE

reserves.energy@un.org

https://unece.org/sustainable-energy/sustainable-resource-

management

Invitation to attend:

https://unece.org/info/Sustainable-Energy/events/384762

Date 12 I 12 I 2023

https://unece.org/info/Sustainable-Energy/events/384762
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